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You can impact 
the world from 

your city.
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Javier and Gema Garcia

Letter from Javier

Our society needs hope. Our generation seeks 

answers. Our continent longs for change.

Now is the time to make Jesus known. As Agape, 

we focus our efforts on cities and centres of 

influence in Europe, where 75% of the population 

lives and where cultures are being shaped. From 

Europe’s diverse and complex cities, we have the 

opportunity to reach the world. In this booklet, 

you will learn more about who we are, what we 

are doing and where we are headed.

Linking arms with the entire Christian 

community, we want to add value, grow in 

credibility and be visible in all our cities and 

centres of influence.  Together we aim to find  

innovative ways to spread the gospel and 

respond to people’s needs.

We need to significantly 

expand our workforce. In 

the pages that follow, you 

will read about people 

who are sharing their lives 

through words and deeds. 

No matter where we are, 

Jesus remains at the centre of our lives. We know 

that without His love, life loses its meaning. But 

with Him, all things are possible.

Let’s join hands to make Jesus known here and 

everywhere.

Javier García 

Agape Europe Director



“I Am Agape”

In 1965, evangelist Kalevi Lehtinen (1936-2011) 

met a Christian team in Finland. He liked that 

they used an outline to 

explain Christianity. So, 

Kalevi translated the 

outline known as “The 

Four Spiritual Laws” into 

Finnish.

 

He met Bill Bright, 

founder of Campus 

Crusade for Christ, one 

year later. Kalevi and Bill both burned with 

passion to help people understand Christ’s love 

and begin a personal relationship with God.

 

Kalevi and his wife Eine Lehtinen became the 

first European staff of Campus Crusade for 

Christ (later Agape Europe), along with Bernhard 

and Anne Rebsch of Germany. Kalevi later was 

the director of Agape Europe for ten years.

The son of an Olympic distance running 

champion, Kalevi embodied the verse, “Let us 

run with endurance the race God has set before 

us” (Hebrews 12:1). His legacy has had an eternal 

impact.

 

Read more of Agape Europe’s history at 

agapeeurope.org.
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Vision

Our vision is for Jesus to be 

known so lives are changed 

and Europe is transformed.

Mission

Our mission is to make Jesus 

known by winning, building 

and sending multiplying 

disciples.



Introduce people to Jesus
to impact the world.

“My vision is to make Jesus known on campus. He can live in us 

personally and be with us in our daily lives. No matter where you’re 

at, whatever school you’re in, you can have a relationship with Jesus 

in your personal life as you’re studying at your school.”

—Erika Onus, Agape student leader in Reykjavik, Iceland. Met by 

EuroStinters, Erika is now coached by staff member Becky Arvan.

EuroStint and Expedition 
teams visit cities to 
seek out students who 
love Jesus and desire to 
make Him known at their 
universities.

Routes:

First EuroStint Team

Second EuroStint Team

Third EuroStint Team

Expedition Team

Cork

Riga

Vilnius

Naples

Nicosia

Corte

Malta

Palermo

Bergen Oslo

Copenhagen

Akureyri

Sevilla

Reykjavik

Aarhus
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Values Ethos

Dependence on God… (John 15)

Humble dependence on God should characterize 

the Christian life. By living Spirit-filled lives, we 

expect to see God move in and through us as He 

builds His kingdom.

 

Faith… (Hebrews 11:6)

As we walk with Him, we expect divine guidance 

and intervention. We seek to make ourselves 

available for His use, take the initiative and 

believe that nothing is impossible for Him.

Unity… (John 17:21)

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we are called to 

love one another. Unity must be reflected within 

Agape and in our partnerships with others.

Relevance… (1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

We speak and act in ways that are engaging, 

understandable and culturally appropriate, while 

living out Biblical values.

Fruitfulness… (Ephesians 5:9)

We want to see visible fruit, meaning that lives 

are changed and society is transformed.

 

Multiplication… (2 Timothy 2:2)

We want our efforts for His Kingdom to be 

multiplied so we join God where He is moving in 

our nations and help prepare Christ-followers to 

serve Him with their whole lives.

Value-driven
God has called us to help people follow Him. Our 

spiritual values drive us.

Local Ownership
Local teams build spiritual movements and 

innovate to accomplish our vision and values.

 

Kingdom Perspective
We partner with the whole church. We play a 

role and celebrate the roles others play. We work 

with organisations and leaders in humility.

 

Learning Environment
Our world is changing. We respond to God-given 

opportunities, adapt our methods as needed, and 

learn from peers, coaches and other teams.

Shared Leadership
We build teams that share leadership. 

Each member owns their responsibilities,   

collaborates with others and is accountable to 

reach shared goals.
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Grow in dependence on Christ
to impact the world.

“Moving to Copenhagen wasn’t on our agenda. 

It wasn’t even on our radar. When I was visiting 

the Eurostint team I’d sent to Copenhagen, I 

felt God stir my heart to say, ‘I want you to live 

here.’ So we came, with a vision to inspire Viking 

multiplication but not a real plan. We wanted to 

make ourselves available to what God was doing 

already amongst the Danish people. We have 

learnt that as one gets older, one should take 

even bigger risks with God.”

—John McNeill, member of the Agape Europe 

leadership team and Ruth McNeill, director of 

Leadership Development and Human Relations

Expand your vision
to impact the world.

“Working in cities expands our vision. With a big 

vision, we know we have to work with others. In 

London, where we live, we never could see all we 

want to happen for God’s kingdom relying solely 

on our resources. So we have to share the vision. 

When we join with others who love Jesus and 

love our city, we can multiply our efforts beyond 

anything we could imagine.”

—Bailey and Denise Marks, members of Agape 

Europe leadership team



Religion BusinessEducation

Health &
Social Care

Cross
Cultural

MediaThe ArtsSport

Family GovernmentReaching the City

Three out of four Europeans live in cities. Cities influence the world, enrich culture 

and spread ideas. Cities are home to different ethnicities, philosophies and languages. 

We also see suffering and spiritual brokenness in cities. As Christ-followers, we can 

help people in our cities encounter God’s love through our words and deeds. 

Agape focuses on ten overlapping communities. Modern cities have hundreds of 

overlapping communities. We want every person in every community to have the 

opportunity to know God personally.



Serve the forgotten to impact
the world from your city.

“Even before I was a Christian, my mum used to 

work with women who were living in poverty 

and I went everywhere with her. So, it’s normal. 

It’s what I have to do. After I began volunteering 

with Agape Mas, Samuel [the team leader] asked 

me how it was going and I said, ‘it’s so my place.’ 

It’s not that I’m doing something special, but that 

I’m in someone else’s life. I’m part of her life and 

she is in mine.”

—Isabel Granado Navarro, a volunteer with Agape 

Mas in Barcelona, Spain

Use your gifts and passions to impact 
the world from your city.

“I love to run, dance and be active. Fitness opens 

the door to so much more. I designed a fitness 

training program called “Six Fit” with Amy 

(co-director of Athletes in Action in Spain) and 

Kelsey (staff member). We focus on all aspects of 

each woman involved, including physical, social, 

mental, emotional, natural and spiritual. I have 

volunteered in many Agape activities over the 

years, but “SixFit” is my favourite so far.”

—Paula Duque, volunteer with Athletes in Action 

in Barcelona, Spain
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Working Together

As Agape, we desire to reach every city and centre of influence in 

Western Europe. Our focus in the coming years is to impact 100 key 

cities in Western Europe. In each of these urban mission fields, we 

want to develop movements, working as a team with a plan.

 

We collaborate internally and partner with organisations outside of 

Agape. God accomplishes extraordinary things through us when we 

work together.

 

Each of us has to own the whole and do my part. We as staff members and volunteers prioritise reaching 

the city while serving in a specific context.

“The body is a unit, 
though it is made up of 
many parts; and though 
all its parts are many, 
they form one body.
So it is with Christ”

—1 Cor. 12:12
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Partner together to impact
the world from your city.

“In partnership with the local church, we opened 

a refugee centre in Thessaloniki. The majority of 

the refugees we meet come from Syria, Pakistan 

and Afghanistan. Many of them are living on the 

streets and are able to come to our centre to 

shower, launder their clothes and receive free 

vocational training. Children spend time in an 

area especially for them and play with volunteers. 

Local bakeries donate baked goods. Volunteers 

run the entire centre.” 

—Dimitrios Tsoukalas, Agape staff member in 

Thessaloniki, Greece
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Progress in the City

To impact our cities for eternity, we cannot hide our light in a corner. We 

want to be visible in our cities. This is not for the glory of Agape but rather 

so we can participate in what God is doing. To expand our visibility, we 

contribute in a credible way to the needs of individuals and communities 

in our city.  As we observe the unique needs of each city, we determine 

what contribution Agape can make. This will call for adjustments and growth as we meet the changes our 

cities face. As we add value, we will have greater opportunities to make Jesus known.

As we add value,
we will have greater 
opportunities to 
make Jesus known.

A city set on
a hill cannot be

hidden



Look for partners to impact
the world from your city.

“In Luke 5, Jesus says “Cast the nets into the deep.” Reluctantly, the 

fishermen do so but when they do, they are astonished at the catch 

of fish. Like them, all of us involved with Alpha are astonished at 

the people coming to know Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit 

and telling their friends. The fishermen signal to their partners to 

come and help them. Agape is an amazing partner. We couldn’t do 

what’s happening in Switzerland without Agape. It’s a wonderful 

blessing to get something that we can do together with partners to 

reach a nation with the Good News about Jesus. We all want to see 

people encounter Jesus, be filled with the Spirit, get excited about 

their faith, invite their friends, to see the church revitalized and a 

society transformed.” 

—Nicky Gumbel, pioneer of Alpha and Vicar of                                       

Holy Trinity Brompton in London, England
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Our ApproachScope

From the beginning, the heart of Agape Europe 

has been to impact the whole world for Christ. 

European cities are globally influential and 

culturally diverse, so we can impact the world 

from our cities.

 

Every staff member, volunteer and partner needs 

to be growing in their commitment to God’s 

mission in the world. We also want to welcome 

qualified and called people from other countries 

to serve alongside us as well.

We seek to give abundantly 
and receive eagerly by…

• Sending people to make Jesus known abroad 

• Sharing our resources (funds, expertise and 

best practices)

• Helping people who are in need

• Collaborating with teams in a meaningful way 

to expand the Kingdom

• Strengthening cooperation between nations to 

reach our world for Christ

Pray
In following the example of Jesus, we emphasise 

prayer in our lives, movements and communities. 

We pray with other Christ-followers for the 

spiritual reawakening of Europe.

 

Model
In Agape, we are all called to be personally 

involved in making Jesus known, while  

constantly mindful of entrusting ministry 

leadership to others.

 

Equip
We aim to develop tools that are useful, timely 

and transferable. We want to be generous and 

proactive to share resources with churches and 

organisations that may want to use them. In 

turn, we want to learn and benefit from others’ 

resources.

 

Mobilise
Our desire is to see as many followers of Jesus as 

possible involved in reaching the cities of Europe. 

This means working together with churches, 

organisations and others to make an eternal 

impact. We emphasise partnering broadly with 

those who share the basic elements of faith that 

unite us in Christ.
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Equip others to impact
the world from your city.

“We were invited to do two evangelism 

trainings with THE FOUR with more than 5000 

participants. It was awesome to hear the impact 

of these trainings. Some even decided to follow 

Jesus during the training!” 

—Manuel Leiser, staff member in Switzerland who 

oversees THE FOUR strategy

Volunteer to impact
the world from your city. 

“In the ministry in Malta, we are all volunteers, 

including my husband and I, the main 

representatives for Agape. We encourage people 

to give the time that they can. It can be one 

meeting a month or organizing one event in a year. 

That is ok. We believe that everyone can do it.” 

—Charmaine Caruana, National                                   

Co-Representative for Agape and Senior 

Cardiology Tech at Mater Dei Hospital in Malta
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Rally together to 
impact the world 
from your city

“Some say Europe is 

spiritually dead. They see 

chaos wherever they look. 

Yet, the greater the chaos, 

the more breathtaking 

the creation. We live in an amazing time full of 

unique opportunities. God is on the move – right 

here and right now in Europe. No matter how 

complex the world gets, Jesus is still the hope of 

the world. Let’s awaken the church and call it into 

action. Together we can make Jesus known!”

—Andreas “Boppi” Boppart, member of Agape 

leadership team and National Director in 

Switzerland

Let God’s love guide 
you to impact the 
world from your city. 

“In today’s world of fear 

and uncertainty, we need 

to be able to give people 

real answers and the real 

hope that Jesus gives us. 

People need to hear that God loves them. We 

want to help people encounter God’s incredible 

unconditional love where they study, work and 

live, wherever they are, by making multiplying 

disciples of Jesus.”

—Lesley Cheesman, member of Agape    

leadership team and National Director in         

the United Kingdom

Together
we can make 
Jesus known!

29



© 2018 Agape Europe e.V. All Rights Reserved

Pledge

Lord Jesus, I surrender to You, and in the power of Your Spirit, I will…

• GO where You want me to go 
• DO what You want me to do
• SAY what You want me to say 
• GIVE what You want me to give
…to make You known.

Sign _________________________________________ Date________________

Every adventure starts with the first step. Begin or continue living out this pledge 

today in the city where God has placed you. 

If you’re new to Agape, email agape@agapeeurope.org about becoming a volunteer, 

partner or staff member to make Jesus known in your city.



agapeeurope.org


